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DUXBURY’S

. BytheREV. CANON ROBERTMERRY
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- townspeople would drive into a fenced-in enclosure(to
keep out predators of afl kinds), toss their rubbish into
8 concrete compacter ditch, their paper waste into a
fecycling center, as well as glass in barrets ot aitferent
colors, and their brush intoachippingarea,

In this way a sapitary facility, emptied every day,
free of flies, vermin and-unpalatable for birds would

andglasstorex aish thetown coffers,

It was a landmark decision for the town, and stands
today as a monument to those who struggled s¢ hard
and so long to see'it brought into being. Former selec-
tman Ruth Rowley, as m “research. indicates, was
chiefly responsible forit. It is to her files I owe most of
the data you are reading in this essay.

I went to the transfer station and held a brief inter-
view with Poter Grealy, the ‘“‘transfer station
operator,” as he is entitled. He acted like a man who

lieves in the value of his work and talked freely
abeut his problems. Apparently the first hope was that
solid waste deposited here wourd be compacted, taken
to an incinerator for further reduction, then turned
overtu a er company for the generating of elec-
tricity, This did not work out, and the present practice
is to compact it here, load it onto a truck and carry it

.daily to a landfill site out of town. Grealy said he had 2

- problems: 1) lumber -- it js so hard to help people un-
derstand the limits of the compacter.and 2) the brush
chipper, which can take anything-up to 5" in diameter
but finds it 4 fficult tochiptinv shrihs. .

F:asked him about the r g program. Was it
working well? “Actually, only about 10% of the
people use it. It's a lot easier just to back tke station
wagon up to the ditch and chuck it jn. It jc abitofa

ore to ate cardboard items from newspapers
too, and diffei 3.t colored bottles, but if people would
do it, there woyld be s0 much more savings
town. And if you ate 80ing to write a story abou,: us,
‘pethaps you'd better add that if only 10% use the
recycling equigmcnt, only 3% read our regulations.”
(I'm hoping the closing section of the article will in-
udesomeof thess.)

*'1 guess when you're dealing with human nature,
you do find prayems,’ 1 replied. I was thinking I'm
afraid of the long history of mankind’s deaking with
theoroblem of wasteand rejection, - .

- Societies from earliest time. ave always had the
problem of waste. My visits from Peking out to the
**West2-n Hills” on my trip to China in the early thir-
ties took me pust the city dump, with'its smoking rub-
ble, its bnzeards gad its individuals eking‘out a barc
subsistence as they clawed ‘through the refuse. Ar-

quality of life of a particular c'ture are given by the
content of its waste disposal; A civilization is known
by what it throws away, and caw .ind no use for, It is
indeed a so%ing thought that what is rejected is not
alvyscf a material nature, George MacDonald, the
rebuilder of the worship center of Iona off the east
coast of Scotland, puts it rather bluntly: ‘“Mankind
should remember that Jesus Christ was not®crucified
onagoldencres: between 2golden candle sticks but on
thecitydlimpbétweenZlhie\{u." :

Weare knowa for what we reject as well aswhat we
retain. 1 can’t help feeling ° hat there is a religious

be brought back into usefulness to further the com fort
anasafety of human beings, « '

1 guess 1 am raising the issue of our “‘aborted”
society < of the vast quantitiesof rejected things of our

age, I believe we are living now in the twilight of our
age of affiuence; jt may be time we real;:

are limits to what we always thought was unlimited -

and our life style from a total point of view, The Tran-
sfer Station, if used as it was set up, is Duxbury's an-
swer to the long-standing habit of rollutingour soil,
our streams and our oceans. God created for us a

universe of natute which He lends us freely to use for

our living, and we have a Day of Reckoning to, face”

wheh we will be accountable. 1t is indeed hard tg' get
away from the religious dimension of waste disposal,
For that is where it belongs; it is as fundamental as
that. Thisishowlviewit,aslbeginastoryonthetow
Cumpand end it wiz our responsibility before God for
the way we use His Creation. .

It always struck me as ironic (until I gave it some
thought) that Jesus in the miracle of the Feeding of .
the Five Thousand, asked at the end of the meal
**Gather up the fragments that ~e.nain that nothing be
los ! [rom.Onc who had just fed all these geople

Dump regulations are available to all who ask the

transfer station operator for them, They are détailed

and explicit, and make good sense. Highlights are the
following: The dump is open from 8 am to4 pmand
closed Monday and Tuesday and major holidays,

The. compacter will take all normal garbage anq
rubbish, »icluding small twigs of brush, DO NO
BRING LIVE COAL as some did last week and
necessitated a new paint jobonthetrailer,

Metal materials can’ be recycled if dropped off

ind the fence on the right as you enter the area, as
well as tree limbs from 114" up to 5*” beside the chip-
pingmachineon theleft. . .
inds of paper separated from cardboard may be
deposited in the recycling shed at the far left of the
area. Newspapers, magazines, books in the left bin
and corrugated and other cardboard in the i t,

Clear, green and brown glass containers may be
recycled by placing in designated metal barrels, with
capsremoved.

Itismy own practice to consult with Peter Grealyif
have brought questionable materials for disposal. You
i\_vil! find him and his assistant understanding and help-

ul.

Inthese days of:* ‘living with less,” a careful stewar-
dship of our material Tesources is essential. One of the
Ways we can exercise this is by using our new Transfer
Station for the usefulness that was built into jt.
Perhaps the practice of segregating our glass,
newspapers and metal refuse as well as our garbage
and general trash in our storage area on our home
premises, in the corner of our garage or behind it or
wherever it may be will facilitate owr task, | would.
dearlylo'< to see that 10% of recyclers multiplied and
think! of the cash savings that would accrue to the
town. y

So as we begin a new year, with its household
cleaning, and our general stock-taking of our material
possessions, a new look also at our town transfer
station can help us not only dispose of our “‘waste,””
but recycle the 800ds we no longer find of use to us,
and turn them into tangible cash assets for the town
treasury.

Yes, ] domiss the old dump, as [ have said, but this is
a new age, with new sensibilities and new respon-
sibilities, and our present disposal facilities are
arranged to enable us (o discharge these with a
minimum of discomfort and inconvenience.

L [ ] L ] [ ] [ ] L ] [ ] L ]

. Reading the fascinating article about the dump by
the Rev. Canon Robert Merry reminds me of the
wonderful things I have found at the Duxbury dump,
In the days when ‘“‘dump picking’’ was permitted, it
was great fun to first dump your rubbish and then go
looking around for the goodies. We have )
tables in our house, which were picked up there and
revamped. A complete set of restaurant china equip-
ped our young son’s first apartment.

Today -*hose days are gone, but it js encouraging
to find -- over by the place you dump papers -- a
stack of magazines and paper backs. People carefully
look them over and take one or 2, I have just finished
reading an exciting tale, ‘“Ieeberg,” which I found
there and will return it on my next trip, And what a
8ood place to take your read magazines. = .

- Bobbie Cutler

Here is an excerpt from John's book, Put It on the
Front Page, Pleasel, written in 1960:

A town dump, as John said in one of his editorials,
is a fine institution,

It’s an informal meeting place where you run over
glass and into people you haven’t seen for weeks. It’s
a place where a person can give vent to so many

room rug, toss his topcoat over a chair or leave dull
razor blades on a bathroom window sill, can really let
off steam. There's something grimly satisfying about
heaving cartons full of mildewed shoes, bent coat
hangers, twisted toothpaste containers, broken toys,
empty lotion bottles and other kinds onto that inspir-
ing mountain of rubble. This shedding-off process
gives you a peculiar sense of renewal,

You ar«about to leave the wonderful dump when
you notice a perfectly good dresser. Hnmmm. ..,
Some fool, too lazy to glue it to, cther, sand it down
and refinish jt, probably left it tgere in a moment of
weakness and now wishes he had it back. You glance
furtively about to see if anyone is looking. It might
take some explaining if that snooty neighbor across

Yes, a town dump is a fine institution. 1 just came
back from the place, and, as usual, I have a fecling of
renewal. It was so much fun heaving those cartons of
mildewed shoes, bent coat hangers, lotion bottles -- it
sure does give a fellow a feeling of satisfaction. And
ig sure was a relief to get rid of that confounded,
tickety, ugly dresser I tripped over every time I tried
to move around the cellar, It's stuff like that clutters
uﬁ: a house, but you just try telling your wife THAT,
chum.

Actually, the dresser John referred to in this
editorial was the one ke brought from the dump, the
scavenger,

Probably no dump has n‘eivcd as much publicity

“ Topage};
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